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Have you heard the word “Edoshigusa”?  Several hundred years ago, Edo 

was said to be the top of the world population density, and the streets were very 

busy with pedestrians and traffic.  Naturally, in order to avoid troubles over 

trifles, Edoshigusa spread amongst the people as it helped create harmonious 

human relationships.  Let’s embrace some Edoshigusas.  

 

First, I’ll introduce “Katahiki”, and “Kasakashige” to you.  What do you 

imagine from these words?  Before looking up the meaning of these words, why 

don’t we travel back in time to the Edo era?  Please imagine that you are on the 

main street of Edo now.  It is so crowded!  The street is overflowing with lots of 

people and traffic. However, you can hardly see anyone colliding with each other. 

Why is that?  You observe people on the street, and you’ll find that people are 

moving their shoulders or arms to avoid getting in the way of others passing by.  

This movement is called “Katahiki”.  You will see how considerate people in the 

Edo era are.  

 

Oops! It’s started raining.  Opening an umbrella in the crown could be a 

nuisance.  What do people do in this situation?  There, you can see a young 

man and a young woman walking down the street from the opposite side.  They 

are both holding an umbrella.  There’s not enough space for them to pass 

through. Wow!  Look at them!  They are leaning their umbrellas outside so that 

they don’t contact with each other. What an impressive scene!  And how 

kind-hearted they are!  

 

These are just a few examples of “Edoshigusa”.  Now you will see what it 

means.  It is a kind of manners that enables us to live in comfort and peace.  

 

Let’s return to the present day and reconsider what we usually do.  I think 

public manners today cannot be said to be good. In a narrow or crowded street, 

some people walk side by side and are unaware of their surroundings.  Some 

ride a bicycle while using headphones.  Some people on the bus or the train are 

listening to music or talking loudly on the phone.  Some people sit and talk 

loudly in front of a convenience store at midnight.  Some pass silently even 

when greeted on the street.  Do you think it interesting to see these situations?  

 



We often use the word “otagaisama” while trying to settle a problem in a 

particular situation where both are responsible for something.  Have we forgot 

the spirit of this word?  

 

Recently there is a motion that Edoshigusa should be globalized. I absolutely 

agree with it, but at the same time I wonder how foreign people would feel 

about something specific to the Japanese.  In my opinion, Edoshigusa is 

something that people ought to have in common because it is an essential 

aspect to creating mutual harmony.  It should be spread all over the world. 

 

These kinds of manners are of course promoted in every country, and we all 

know that consideration for others and mutual understanding will finally lead to  

global harmony.  We Japanese should reconsider and practice Edoshigusa for 

the benefit of humanity.  And lastly, I want to pass down these messages to the 

next generation: “The kind heart of sympathy” and “Tenderness to others.”  

 

 


